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HATED BY THE WORLD
JOHN 15:18-25
18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. 20 Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master’. If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. 21 They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the one who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates my Father as well. 24 If I had not done among them the works no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin. As it is, they have seen, and yet they have hated both me and my Father. 25 But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘They hated me without reason” _______________________________________________________
Fruitful living begins with a fruitful relationship with God
· Jesus is the vine

· The Father is the gardener

· We are the branches

_______________________________________________________
KEY ISSUES FOR US:
· Prepared for what’s to come or bury your head in the sand?

“I have told you this, so that when the time comes, you will remember that I warned you” (John 16:4)
· What’s the difference between persecution and hatred?
Persecution – ‘to harass’
Hatred – ‘detest’; ‘disdain’; ‘show contempt’
WHY DOES THE WORLD HATE CHRISTIANS?

1.  BECAUSE OF SOMETHING IN US 

John 15:19
“If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you”.
2. BECAUSE OF SOMETHING IN JESUS
John 15:21
“They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the one who sent me.” 
HOW CAN WE LIVE A FRUITFUL LIFE?
1. FRUITFULNESS IS FOUND IN BEING A SERVANT 
Matthew 5:44

“But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you”
2. FRUITFULNESS IS FOUND IN TELLING THE TRUTH
John 15:22

 “If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin”
3. FRUITFULNESS IS FOUND IN THE NAME OF JESUS
Philippians 2:7

“Jesus made himself of no reputation”
Luke 10:20

“rejoice that your names are written in heaven”
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